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AIEWSLETTE 



NYRP General Meeting Sunday March 14 
at tha WOMEN'S COFFEEHOUSE 
54 7th Avanue South between Her ton & Cc 
TOPIC: C-R AGING IN A SEXIST SOCIETY 




itrce 




SPEAKOUT ON 






sponsored by NEW YORK RADICAL FEMINISTS 
MARCH 6 -7th 1976° Stuyvesant High School 
Women Only - 345 E. 15th St.(off 1st Ave.) 



$3.00 per day - 
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$5.00 two days 



SATURDAY 



March 6, 1976 



12-3 pm SPEAKOUTS 

3-6 pm GENERAL C-R on: 

WHY DO WE WORK? 
WHAT DOES IT 
MEAN TO US? 



9-1 am DANCE***$j.oo*** 
at tha 
Video 

Exchange 

Theatre 
151 Bank St. - off 
Veetbeth Courtyard 
Right Deor/3rd Fir 



2-6 pm 
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o 3 10-noon 
2-5 12-2 pm 
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March 7, 1976 ******* WORKSHOPS: 

Economic theories and systems 
Resource people in various jobs 
Sexual discrimination 
Sexual harrassment 
Feminist businesses 
Work and identity 
Failure and success 
Work and lifestyles 
Organizing women's unions 
Domestic work: housewives & 
houseworkers 
In a job previously held by men 
What is work? What is life? 

WOMEN'S EXHIBITS: CRAFTS; LITERATURE; 
RESOURCE BOOTHS; FOOD; ORGANIZATIONS 



^^ work/women/work/women/work/women/work/women/work/women/work/women/work/ 
€ t women/work/women/work/women/work/women/work/woroen/work/women/work/women 
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NYRF Business 



NYRF BUSINESS MEETING 2/2/76 

At Joan's, csnesled due to enowl 

NYRF BUSINESS MEETING 2/16/76 
Inez, Susan, Susan, Mae, Helens, Judie, 
Ross, Myrns, Josn, Paula, Evan, Tolanda, 
Laura, Bettye, Ellen, Libby, Doris, Harts, 
Rebecca, June, Bonnie, Rosemary, Mellnds, 
Linda, Josn, Gloria. Josn chairing. 
Mail : Josn led off just befors the forms 1 
start of meeting to catch up on mail. Usual 
amount of art/film/ Journal anncts; nans- 
letters to exchange. Letter from Alice B. 
Snuff items; see below and next column. 
Agenda l Welcome to Inez Garcia who visi- 
ted us with her two friends and defease 
workers (Susan & Susan). Then the ususl. 
Announcements: NYC Regional Lesbian Con- 
vention (see annct. below right). Paula 
cited Channel 13-2/29 Lesbisns & Gay Men 
4-hr show which she is on. Alio Judie's 
VBAI show (see p. 4). Llnds dlselossd the 
status of Feminist Credit Union: $50M in 
deposits st this time. They are on sn In- 
tense savings drive. Aleo reported on the 
Tuesday nite seminars for financial coun- 
seling for women. See annct. of Credit 
Union election (March 29) on p. 5. 
Old Business : On the agenda after Inez. 
Inez Garcia Visits NYRF : We were, as Joan 
expreaaed It, "tickled pink that Inez is 
with us tonight." And Inez, Susan, Susan, 
and sll the women sttendlng talked toga* 
ther for over an hour about Inez's experi- 
ences and what she needs and wants froa 
our women's cotsaunity. For thst story of 
Inez at NYRF, sse psge 7 of Newsletter. 
Old & New Business : Neweletter policy In- 
cludes not printing Intimate material from 
other 'women* work unless psrmlssion givsn. 
Work Speskout to reprint CR guides In quan- 
tity for Josn mailing needs; slso pecket. 
Josn & Lynne to get together on quentity. 
We voted 8-2 sgainat advertising Speakout 
in Voice. We need chlldcare (Ellen offered 
Babysitters Aaen.) , snd workshop fscilits- 
tors (on metharhood; see Lynne) . We voted 
unanimously to set formally as group, spec 
ific action- to be determined, snd in sis- 
tsrhood with others protssting Snuff. Sss 
thst story right column. See pp. I and 8 
for March meetings. At next businsss mast 
we'llexplore vsrious new "atructures" snd 
"forums" for our epeskouts. Even Morlsy 

NYRF General CR February 1 on WORK 
Fifteen womsn coilscted sround s tsbls to 
reveal their feelings about work. It waan't 
saay. Only a few experienced CR so it took 
■while to dig in. Only one women admlttsd 
she loved her work and it brought no prob- 
lem; she didn't say anything elss. There was 
lots of tslk sbout the problem caused by "the 
enemy" and how women learned to deal with It. 
One woman ssld she spent 5 yrs peeking a way 
to change her life or her work. Some were just 
beginning to realize there were things they 
could do. There wai talk of work in terms of 
■ financial /emotional reatrictlons. Ons woman 
felt it is-poesible for the soclsty to provids 
sny work for s womsn that would bs meaningful. 
The CR ended when a woman read a long poem a- 
bout the agonies of her Job es s housswlfs 
snd mother. --Helen Miljakovich 



ABOUT Snuff A COMMERCIAL FILM 
WOMEN ARE OPPOSING. . .In the Streets, 
In ths Msil. On the Phone. On the Air 

Hundreds of womsn have rallied to strike out a- 
galnst S n uf f by demonstrating in front of the 
theatre and formally protesting to various groups 
(see below). The information printed on the 
leaflet circulated by us picketeri at the theatre 
Is outlined bslow. In the words of one womsn 
continuously sctive in this effort: "Our demonst- 
rations ars succsssful in keeping people out of 
the theatre and not buying tickets. Our goal 
continuously active in this effort: "Our demon- 
strstions ars succsssful in keeping many people 
out of the theatre and not buying tickets. Our 
goal is to have Snuff closed." 

reported by Evan Morley 
From the leaflet... 



WHY ARE WE HERE? 

WE ARE OPPOSED TO THE FILMING, DISTRIBUTION, AND 
MASS MARKETING OF THE FILM "SNUFF" (currently 
showing around the clock at the National Theatre 
In New York City). 

"The term "snuff" has been used In the underground 
film circle to label thoie pornographic films de- 
pleting actual, cold-blooded murder of women. Pur- 
portedly a film of this type was produced in 
Buenoe Aires, Argentina, and in thla film a woman 
waa murdsred. It is -implied In advertisements 
that the film currently showing - SNUFF - may be 
this ssms film. 

•Whether or not ths deaph depleted In the current 
film SNUFF is real or simulatsd Is not the lssus. 
That sexual violence la presented as entertainment , 
that the murder and diamemberment of a woman's 
body is conerclal film material is an outrage to 
our sense of justice as women, aa human beings. 
•We - and sll are welcomed to join In our efforts - 
will leaflet, picket, write letters, to do whst 
Is nscesssry to prevent the showing of the film 
SNUFF In New York City. 



WE CANNOT ALLOW MURDER FOR PROFIT 
-Write/cell in protest to: 
1) The distributors 

Allen Schackleton 

Monarch Releaaing Corp. 

330 West 58th Street 

New York, NY 1 3019 

(212) 757-3635;581-O013 



3) NYC Msyor (Beame) 

4) District Attorney's 

Office 



2) The National Theatre 
c/o The Manager 
1500 Bosadway, at 44th 
New York, NY 
(212) 869-0950 



5) All UN delegates 
from Latin American 
countries 

6) DEMONS TBATIONS DAIL 
7:30 pm IN FRONT OF 
NATIONAL THEATRE 



NEW YORK REGIONAL LESBIAN-FEMINIST CONFERENCE 

All woman srs welcome at the planning meetlngi 
of this Conference which will take place on 
May22-23. Plsnning meetings sre held every 
other Sunday at the Womens Center, 243 W. 20, 
6PM. Next meeting is March 14. 



Consciousness -Rata lag Group 



CR Group Is starting for mothers who don't 
live with their children. Women interested 
in participating plesss csll 349-4629. 



REFLECTIONS ON WORK.... 

BEFORE THE SPEAKOUT 



The consciousness-raising 

sessions surroundinr: the planning 
of the work spcrk-out have raised 
in my mind noma questions, r,roblcrns, 
and new ideas which plague raa so much 
I've had to put them in writing. The 
conference addresses all of these 
issues — 1 cnn't wait for it to finally 
be here so I can spend two whole days 
just discussing thera and working them 
out a bit morel 
l ; Gettinr Paid for "evement Work 

The moot recent pro't:.1em I^ve 
encountered is a controversial one 
stemming from v.-ork on the conference 
itself. Women with technical skills 
needed for the dance and performers 
for Saturday night' s entertainment 
mentioned a fee when asked for their 
services. The fees weren't a lot 
and probably would be negotiable if 
we had no money, liut the idea that some 
women would be paid for their work on 
the conference and others not bothers 
me . 

I feci if some come women are 
paid we are judging their work as 
important and by not r 3 y* J1 £ other 
women we are living less value to their 
work. Specifically, the technical and, 
entertainment work is ,1 mired t.s "pro- 
fessional" especially since these women 
have valuable skills few other women 
have. It is generally agreed they 
should be paid . But what of the women 
planning the conference, tho ones meet- 
ing every week, running around with 
leaflets, doi'*r mailings, designing 
ads, writing press releases formulating 
the theoretical framework of the con- 
ference, coordinating workshops and 
speak-out h? Isn't this valuable work? 
Isn't it professional work which re- 
quires certain skills an."! dedication 
even though no one on the ccm-itittee 
specifically makes h^r living ws a 
"conference planner"? 

During e discussion of this issue 
someone said, "'.Veil, the conference 
planners have full-time jobs. — They 
don't need money." This doesn't con- 
sider that our conferences would be 
so much better if people could work 
on them more or le3s full time, 
rather then having to sandwich 
in conference tasks with their 
paid work. 

There are other issues sur- 
rounding that of whom should be 
paid for movement work. Why am I 
working in the movement at all — 

should monetary compensation be a 
motivating factor? If I got paid, 
who would employing me/payinr me? 
would I have loss autonomy and free- 
dom as an emplover/employee situation 
might develop? Would' a certain small 
competitive elite of paid workers de- 
velop? 7/ould women come to do move- 
ment work just for the money? Would 
I lose my enthusiasm if it became just 
another job I had to do? What are my 
values about money anyway? I seem to 

think money is incredibly corrupting. 
Does it have to be? 

On another angle, am I messed up 

to think that payinc certain women puts 

special import on their work and less 
on my own? Why am I so concerned about 
extrinsic rewards like status and recog- 
nition? How does this reflect on my 
whole attitude toward work? Docs my 
work and the recognition I got for it 



tie in so much with ray identity and my 
self -re card that everything I feel 
about myself must hinge on these ex- 
trinsic rewards . 
g. Valuta*? ou" work 

If we" pay woj:;cn for movement 
work, Who would he paid what for doing 
what? Would everyone "et paid the same,' 
rate or would some women ret paid more 
or l^ss depending on what they do? 
What alue system would wo use* to jud'e 
the contribution and rate of pay for 
the work that is done? 

These Questions eorrv-ct with a 
whole lot of thinking I've been doing 
on the issue of ou" society's reneral 
value system concerning different, tyi a 
of work. Clearly some people's work is 
considered morj valuable than other's 
not considerin- t- at all worj; must be 
necessary ami valuable or no one would 
do it. 

We women are victims of our society's 
value system in that go many of tho 
jobs we hold — housewife, secretary, social 
worker, teacher, gal friday, nui*3e, are 
amorphously structured multi-task and 
multi-responsibility jobs with a lot 
of emotional strain but with little re- 
ward in terms of money, power or prestige 
in the value system set up by men. And 
it is almost a truism that fields of work 
in which men predominate h?.ve more stftus 
than do fields in which women predoninate. 

I worry about how this affects us 
in the women's movement. Will we pay 
our workers according to this male value 
system? Secondly, do we judre our 
sisters by the work they do in the male 
?*ork system giving more or less resrect 
to a woman because of her profession 
or line of endeavor? Are some women ex- 
cluded or feel they may be excluded be- 
cause of this value system's playing havoc 
with our rrand ideas of sisterhood? 

As individuals, if we ?.re in a job 
that i3 not valued by the system 

do we internalize their 
feelinga about our job and develop nag- 
ative feelings about ourselves? 

R*y final question is: can't we /I 
turn all of this around and develop new 
values for our/my work and otht-r women's 
work based on the true contributions 
of our/my work not the patriarchal value 
system? Also can we/l i ■ar-: to C2st- 
off sccialclass prejudices we^I harbor 
about the work women in different social 
classes do? 
J}.. _ What a bout Sexual ?i Terminatio n? 

Eurinr one of the pl:i:ininr meet- 
ings wa got into a discussion of success 
and failui'e. Many of ■'he womvti were 
not satisfied wit'i their levo) of success 
in their work and many indeed' harbor e 
sense of failure from tir;e to time, 
someone would point out th-rt it is indeed 
hard for us to succeed in that real dis- 
crimination against us exists to keev= 
ua out of creative jobs, jobs in w!:ich 
we have decision making power, jobs 
which pay very well, and other jobs 
where we'd feel successful. 

The reality of discrimination han<-s 
over us like a h-aavy cloud. It's often 
discuss. d in terms of being a "N.O.W. 
issue," but I can't think of any work 
topic we as radical feminists would 
discuss where the isoue of diecrira- 
alion wouldn't come up. 

I've been confused aB to how e 
radical feminist would approach dis- 



KefWtions 



crimination at thia time. Firstly, 
in ray mind discrimination is not a 
sitcrle matter of a company sayin? 
forthrijrhtly "wo won't hire women 
for this job." (Though this kind of 
discrimination still barrens a lot). 
It hay taken root in more subtle 
fo-jns including the old s'andard of 
men not invitinr or not including 
women in docision-makinr business 
lunches. One thin*; to do would be 
to learn to recognize discrimination 
in all its ruises where and when it's 
happpenin^ and make all women awn re 
of what's happening. Where I will po 
from there to firht it is my next 
question. I've seen how one recession 
has undone so much of the band-iid 
of affirmative -act ion prorrams . But 
what are wo poi nr to do??? 

4j S exual H^.r a srment 

<57ie iorm di serin nation hakes is 
sexual harassment where we tire expected 
to provide sexual pleasure to men as 
part of our ,iobs. Thin takes m'-iny 
forms fro's our beiac expected to feed 
their' fantasies by lookin^ and acting 
the way they wwit us t) or bv their 
fondling or pinching ttu or makin" vorbal 
advances to us or to our be in." expectod 



to actually 
with them. 



i.., 



v ■ I 



I've 



sexual 
done a 



rolnt onahipa 
lot of t: Inkinr 
about the man;; forms of sexual harass- 
ment takes besides the obvious one of 
a woman bein. fr fii'^d because she doesn't 
want a sexual rolntionahin with v.c:i en 



- fired because she's 

and nov; the man is "eired of 



the job or bcin.' 

had one 

her. 

I've thought about it mostly in 
terms of my own life, For exam le . 
once an erjplovfo&nt arc tit told me to 
"make myself more attractive and m >re 
feminine — i.o ret a nice, new dress, . 
put on some make-up and ret a newK«urt!£. 

She later called with a job but 
wouldn 1 t rive me the derails about 
it unless I assured her I did those 
things those things to make myself 
"Look beautiful." I hung up on her 
and soon after pot a job dressed 
exactly as I dressed when I saw her. 
But her wanting me to dress for the 
sole purpose of makin/r myself attrac- 
tive to men is a form of sexual 
harassment. So was it a form of sex- 
ual harassment when once at a company 
one woman who dressed and looked in a 
way the men found very attractive 
would be taken to meetings with the 
client while women who dressed more 
independently would be left behind with 
the paperwork. 

Of course, one woman benefited from 
this form of sexunl harassment and some- 
times women can benefit in the short 
run by poin/r alonr with it. But how 
can this Ve turned around so that women 
can see it's only a short term rain 
and thnt it hu>*ts all women and can 
even turn against them bv punishing 
those women who resist? It also per- 
petuates the notions that successful 
.women have achieved their position 
because they "re pretty or because 
they've slept with the boss. How can 
support systems be developed so ther-c 
is a lonr term pain for all women who 
resist sexual harassment? 

Well, I could po on and on. All 

of these are hard problems and some 

are sticky issues. I'm sure many 

women Mvc their ov.'n ideas and <nsipht3 

and questions about them. See you at 

the 8pe*.koi:t I 

Lynne D. Shapiro 
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CRAFTSWOHEN AND WOMEN IN BUSINESS 

DISPLAY YOUR WORK OR MERCHANDISE 

AT THE UPCOMING NYRF 5PEAK0UT ON WORK 

MARCH 6 and 7 12-6 PM 
CONTACT: Lynne Shapiro 

Evenings 691-9^28 

SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE 
Do you have special skills or 
knowledge or information you 
can share about your work with 
other women??? Then you are 
needed to lead a resource person 
workshop at the upcoming NYRF 
SPEAKOUT ON WORK on March 7. 

CONTACT: Dolores Alexander 
80 No. Moore St. NYC 10013 



KOUT 



NUMBER OF NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBERS HAS 
INCREASED SUBSTANTIALLY IN PAST FIVE MONTHS . 

I am very pleased to report that aa of Feb. 
14, 1976 the number of subscriptions to the 
Newsletter - which was running at around 200 
for a long while - nov has climbed to 325. 
This does not even include chose 22 subscrip- 
tions which ran out In Feb. - about half of 
which will be renewed - or subscriptions I 
will get later in the month. From. Jan 28 to 
Feb. 14 alone, I received 22 new subscriptions, 

Linda Maslanko and the Feminist Credit Union 
can be thanked for a large portion of the 
Increased number of subs ai women who need 
to belong to a member organization to use 
the Credit Union often sign up for a sub- 
scription to do so. My sending out renewal 
reminders works to keep on old subscribers. 
Women like Evan Morley, Helene Silverstein, 
Joan Goldman and Rosetta Reitz frequently 
send me names of women they have gotten to 
subscribe. And then I get at least three 
subscriptions a week from women who lust 
send them in. Among these subscribers are 
women from Detroit, Texas, Iran, North 
Dakota. 

I find all of this very exciting. More 
and more women are relating to us and 
the Idea of radical feminism. They are 
not afraid of or put off by our name. 

Lynne D. Shapiro 

LESBIAN RADIO SPECTACULAR 

...with a cast of ^ millio ns 

Alternate Tuesdays, 11 pra, on WBAI , 99.5 FM 

March 2 (Cassle Culver Special); March 16 

Lesbian news, lesbian music, lesbian Ideas, 
lesbian culture, , .beautiful, fiery, articu- 
late lesbians. . .on the air at 11 p«. 

Produced by Paula Kane & Judle Pasternak.,, 
coordinated by Margaret Mercer. . .created in 
part as a result of LFL's letter campaign. 

Thanks, slaters. We hope you like it. Keep 
In touch with us at WBAI , 359 East 62 Street . 
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FROM THE MAILBAG 



Fab. 6, I976 



Dear MYBP: 

Thlt latter la way overdue — 
plaaaa forgive ma. 

I with to thank you for your 
lattar urging Dlatrlct I to aatafc- 
llah a twimmiag program for sixth 
grade girl a . Thay were ao afraid 
of loalng their Paderal meaty that 
thay ware going to scratch the boy 1 a 
program and therefore, not have to 
worry about the glrla ' at all . The 
result of this waa that the boy' a 
Instructor got uptight about losing 
hit Job to he high-tailed it around 
and lo and behold, found a pool for 
the girlt to use. He even raised 
part of the money to pay for it'. 

Isn't it nice to have a man ao 
concerned with young women's rights? 

At any rate, it was due to the 
pressure NYRF put on the district 
that our glrla are now participating 
In a successful swimming program. 

Once again, many thanka. 

Sincerely, 

Ellie OOldman 
Teacher-PS 20 
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KEANVHILI, UPSTATE . . - 

I'd like to forward another lattar 
ce you-* 11 from my family. Thia one la fro* 
my 18 year-old niece, whom we'll call "Julie." 



January 24 



Dear Aunt Linny, 



Dear sister, 

I am a feminist, ttudent of 
modern languages and Literatures 
C apecialiat of Engliah) at Univ- 
eraity of Palermo \ Dept. of ling- 
uistics). I am working for my Ph.D 
theais on the following topic : "the 
language of women' t liberation 
movements — comparative analysis of 
amtrican, britiah, f ranch and Ital- 
ian feminist languages". 

So I am looking for any kind in 
nv condition of written materlala 
newslettera, magazinea, leafleta, 
programs, Journals, poetert, bookt, 
11a tt of active groupa of feminists 
with their publicationa, etc.) under 
and overground, publiahed in the paat, 
in the present and in the.. future. 

I need your help and I thank 
you very much for any kind of 
material you can aend to ma, for 
every information or euggeetion you 
can give to ma. 

Pleaae tend your anawer or your 
material to my private addrata '.Maria 
Pla FARIHBLLA, via Umbrla 5, rip code 
9014M, PALERMO, ITALY. 

Friendly yours, 

(signed) 

Maria Pia Farlnella 
Ed. note: Please aend whatever Info you 
think might be of interett. 
I've already teat her tome 
MTRF poattrt, newtlattert 
and ate. 



... Well, thia aonth tone thing* have 
happened. Va bought * beautiful conaole 
colored TV, on tl*e of course, but I love it. 
Ve aold our Chevelle ve've had for aale for ao 
long and after the guy bought it our Pinto 
broke down. Jerry finally got It going but 
probably not for long. I had 3 wisdom teeth 
pulled... and I've been elck, gore, puffed out 
end black 4 blue. I haven't been able to eat 
either, but maybe I'll loae all the weight I 
gained when I wee pregnant... Holly had a ahot 
and wee aick for a couple of days and ao any- 
way, thia year hee not atarted off with a bang. 
I really hope it'* been better for you. 

Holly' a getting more teeth and her hair le 
really getting long and ahe runa all over the 
piece. 

We've discussed about trying to have 
another baby, but Holly' a got our handa full 
now and ve figure ve can give her a better 
life when we don't have to split our love up, 
ya know? When the aterta school, I'd really 
like to get e Job end have some of my ovn 
money to spend on myself end Holly and help 
with the bills. So, I really think Holly 'a 
all va'll have. I love her end I don't know 
if I could love another baby a* much. It 
aounda dumb, I know I could £■ would love 
another baby if ve had one, but it's mostly ne 
and Holly now. Jerry 'a vorking and, well 
Holly and I are always together. I guess only 
I could understand vhet I mean, it sounds dumb, 
but... Veil, I hope everything's good with you. 
Pleaae write. Love, Julie 

Forwarded by Helinda Schroeder 



ATTENTION NYKF MEMBERS 

The flrat annual meeting of the New York 
Feminist Federal Credit Union will be held on 
Monday, March 29, 1976, at 6 P.M., at the New 
Jerk NOW office, 47 B. 19th St., 5th floor. 
All NYKF members who have joined the credit 
union are eligible to vote for the Board of 
Directors and Credit Committee. Bach credit 
union member haa one vote regardleas of number 
of shares held. If you haven't Joined the 
credit union, now 'a the tlmel 



February 23,1976 



To the Bdltora: 



At a former editor of the Neva letter, I vent 
to tell you that lti never looked ao good. 
I amen that literally- -the design & graphics 
have been really handsome — but also, they 
see* to repretant the content, which haa been 
warm, sisterly & readable. 

VI th love & sisterhood, 
Judle Pasternak 



woman to woman 



FLASHES 

Thinking of Me 

I came to ate you once *t your apartment, 

I vat early ■■ usual. 

You were retting in your favorite spot 

on the couch under the cotton sleeping bag. 
You were dressed to pleat e me. 
That vii hard for me to handle, 

being new to women. 
You had on my Japanese kimono, 

white with large blue flowera end vines. 
Your hair was clean and perfectly blown. 
Your eyes were made up. 
I could visualize you taking a shower 

(thinking of me) 
"Wa thing your hair and combing It 

(thinking of me) 
Blowing it dry (thinking of me) 
Curling your eyelashes (thinking of me) 
Pencilling dark lines on the very edge 

of your eyelid very carefully (thinking of me) 
Wearing my green jade ring, lying on the couch 

naked within the Japanese kimono, 
Under the cotton sleeping bag (thinking of me) 
Of what I would do for you and 

what it would feel like. 
And what you would do for me end 

what it would feel like. 
And only another woman could appreciate 

what you hsd done. 
And It waa too much for me to believe, 

being new to women. 
. . . .Myrna Danzig 



Workspace 




*o W&ucvIm T*l<*xe 
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K>ou> rt#Vs Space 

CALL %H-3o£3 
°7 3*?-V629 



BOTTOM LINE (for N.D.) 

When 
we got 

together 

the first time 

over cammomlle tea, 

and matched soul 

for soul 'ell the smiles 

hurt our faces 

and it was ' 

time for the coffee house to 

close end we both hsd placet to 

be in the morning, 

we knew, I thought, 

that something would grow between us, 

something lovely end speclsl just as 

we were lovely and special and surprised 
we hsd joined in so much poetry and 
proximity. 

That first week, 

when you ssld you told your lawyer friend I 

waa the first person you hsd shsred so much 

so quickly with, 

I didn't say, but I told 

my best friend you excited and delighted 

me more than anyone had in a long time. 

Ever since the cemmomlle, 

you've been rustling through my 

thoughts, tripping up my feelings; 

something's 

grown between us, but it's less 

than lovely; 

our feces hurt, 

but it's not from smiles, 

and it just seems we've 

tucked sway our souls 

and got the 

whole thing 

backwards . 

(Was it something in the tea leaves?) 

... .Ro ternary McLaughlin, Feb. 7, 1976 

Couleurs de Minuif 

An alabaster woman 

lay on a water bed 

gently undulating 

strings of Debussey wsftlng 

through mentholated smoke rings 
her llpa parted 
radisnt ss s moon In crescent 
ss her amber lover approached 
wearing musk oil 
gliding like a windjammer 
they poured into each other 
intoxicating 
like spricot brandy 
lay on the waterbed 
gently undulating 
ebbing as crimson dawn fingered Its way 

through bamboo curt sins 
snd the lover left her 
closked in amethyst vapor. 
....1976 Rosemary McLaughlin 



Tnm* Meets Us fnd We Hilt low 

February 16, 1976, Inea Garcia, her 

. two friends, and 23 more of us talked . 

together at the NYRF Busineas Meeting. 

Inez la here meeting women and talking 

about her case. Here la our evening: 

Inez Telia What Happened March 14, 1974 
That day, two men I didn't know came to 
aee my roommate Freddie. They haraaaed 
me and when I went to let then out, they 
aald we'll ahow you what "hometown boya" 
are like. They took ma out and raped me. 
One of them, Lula Castillo (17) had hla 
friend, Miguel Jlmlnez (21) who was 300 
pounds hold me down. They tore my blouse, 
they hurt me and raped me. Then I went 
back to the houae. Thoae two men, who 
went to their friend's house, called me 
on the phone. All three inaulted me and 
said they would kill me If I didn't 
leave town. They aald what happened wag 
a acare and It would be worse If 1 dldnt 
gat out. So I was in a rage. I took my 
son 'a .22 (rifle) down to the street and 
they were there. Jiminez then threw a 
knife at me, and I wag very lucky it mis- 
sed. But I didn't miss him. I shot him 
and killed him, but I couldn't shoot Cas- 
tillo who ran down the atreet. It was 
only IS minutes that this whole thing 
happened, after they raped me. 



What Soledad — the "Hometown —Is Like 
Inez had mentioned the rapists boasting 
of "hometown" boya so I asked her what 
that meant. Inez said they are young men of 
the town--Soledad born and raised. They are 
called "pochos" or natives — Spanish mixed 
with American who haved in that area for a 
long time. They are the sons of influential 
farm f ami Ilea who contract out labor. They 
are very prejudiced, especially against Lat- 
lnas, Chicanoa who, also Spanish, are not 
"hometown." Inez, who was born in Spanish 
Harlem in New York at 106th Street, said she 
kept herself aloof from the "pochos." Inez 
was living and working in Soledad (Calif.) to 
be near her husband serving time in Soledad 
Prison at the time of the rape and shooting. 

Inez Talks About Her Family 
My huabsnd was sent from Soledad, after the 
rape, to Florida where he la serving parole 
now. He la helping me. He! changed. He feels 
guilty about the rape. But he's a "machismo." 
He has not changed that way. He felt upset 
when women hug and kias me who have been to 
see me In prison. But they are my beat sup- 
porters. My family at first didn't like my 
talking about the rape, but then when I 
spend time in prison they were understanding. 
They felt I had enough punishment. My family 
helped me all along. My eon, who was 11 
then, has been with them In New York. 

Inez Tells of Her Support 

All along women, mostly lesbians, started to 
help me and stayed with me. Now other women 
and men are coming to help. The third world 
women are getting involved, but not so much 
at first. My own friend who was at the houae 
when the men came and harassed me ran out and 
then teatified agalnat me, but at the trial 
she aald the truth at the end. Elaine Brown 
of the Black Panthers helped me to bring the 
rape out, to the public. So many woman write 
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to me aaying they couldn't say it, that they 
had been raped. So I feefe I'm aaying it for a 
lot of us. We've been kept quiet for too long. 

Inez Describes the Case 

I went to my friend's houae after they raped me 
and we call the police. I didn't aay at first I 
was raped; just that they got freah with me. Then 
I told them. I tried to talk to the matron. She 
aald "she wasn't there to hear my story." I ask- 
ed to see a doctor but they didn't aend me to 
the hoapital for four days. The doctor there 
said to me "it's all in your head." 

At the trial when the man threw a knife at me 
was hardly brought out. But In the new trial It 
will be grounds for self-defense. They never 
pressed charges against Castillo who raped me, 
and who was joking on the stand. If I win the 
new trial I will press charges against him. 

I waa charged with first-degree murder. I was 
convicted of aecond-degree murder. I served al- 
ready 20 months of my sentence which was 5 years 
to life. The judge wouldn't hear testimony about 
rape. There were 7 women and 5 men on the jury. 
One of the jurora said that rape wae "Just 
giving a woman a good time." 

I won the appeal for a new trial because I did 
not get a fair trial. The new trial will be held 
early this summer. We are trying to get a change 
of venue from Soledad to San Francisco. 

What Inez Needs 

The new trial for which Inez has a woman lawyer 
will cost from $60M-70M. She needs funds. We can 
write letters, devise fundralsing events, seek 
media interviews. Contributions can be sent to: 

Vivs Inez Garcia Committee 

P.O. Box 40237 San Franciaco, CAL 94140 
Or... come to a meeting Thursday March 4 at 6 pm 
(Joan Goldman, 301 E 21, #5H) where women are 
helping set up a New York Committee for Inez. 7 
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Subscription: 93 for I year 

Maks cheek, or money order payable to 
NEW YORK RADICAL FEMIKISTS Send to 
Lynns D. Shapiro Apt. 45 
92 Horatio Street 
New York, N.Y. 10014 



NYRP MEETINGS FOR MARCH ■ ALL WOMEN INVITED 

March 8 & 22: NYRF Business Meetings st 

Evan Morley'a, 75 Ferry St., 
CH 2*5889. B PM 

March 14: CR at Womens Center, 243 
West 20th St., 8 FM. 



CLASSIFIED ADS FROM WOMEN 

LESBIAN CONNECTION: A free nationwide forun 
of nevs and ideas by, for, and about lesbians 
(donations are always welcome) . For a subscrip- 
tion simply send your name, address , and tip 
code to: Ambitious Amaeons, F*.0. Box 811, East 
Lansing, Ml. 48623. 




CLASSIFIED ADS PROM WOMEN 



MASTURBATION INFORMATION NEEDED - I need women 
who are willing to ahare their experience! and 
thoeghta for a book I plan to write on female 
masturbation. Please call me as soon as pos- 
sible to set up an interview. Thankat 
Melinda - 243-7152 

PEMINIST CH1F SERVES THE MOVEMENT! 
Simply elegant dlnnera prepared for 2 or 20. 
All special diets observed. Chef will reveal 
secrets of recipes end cooking. Instruction! 
available. Call Soupcon GR 7-6659. 



EDITING, interviewing, copyedlting, proof- 
rssdlng, indexing and taps transcriptions 
for femlnlat books and projects, Helene 
Sllveratein, 349-4629 




NEWSLETTER 

Ra«d msani on wsaan / her Ism / Restarts / Theatre / Feetry I nswi 

Announcements / Meet Inge / Blsemsetena / The* ah t . One year S3. 00 



NEVS LETTER NOTES 

Ed 1 cora : Helene Sllveratein/ Joan Goldmen 
Production: Evan M©rley/Laura Collins 
Subscriptions: Lynne Shapiro 
Mailing: Joan Goldman 

The Newaletter is the voice of the radical 
femlnlat community. Submit newa , revlewa, 
theory, announcement t , poetry, graphics, 
art, etc. Ada. S3 each. Notices free. Send 
all copy and ada to: Helens Sllveratein, 
80 No. Moore St. Apt. 34B, NYC 10013. Type 
single spaced to 40-44 characters wide. 



DEADLINE FOR APRIL ISSUE 
Thursday, March 25 
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P.O. Box 621 
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